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Man named Wisner 


By Leslie Young 
Sun Staff Writer 


When poor health forced a 
prominent Michigan banker 
to seek a warmer climate, he 
probably had no idea the 
broad legacy he would leave 
in his adopted South. 

Included in the legacy of 
Edward Wisner is the 
Franklin Parish town that 
bears his name. One hundred 
years ago, Edward Wisner 

urchased extensive tracts of 
and, including some in a 
community known then as 
Bryan City. From that time 
on the town has been known 
as Wisner, and this year the 
community will celebrate its 
centennial as Edward Wis- 
ner's namesake. 

According to a letter to the 
editor of the New Orleans 

es-Picayune, E.M. Hicks 
of Wisner takes credit for 
bringing Edward Wisner to 
North Louisiana. The letter, 
dated March 10, 1915, and 
printed following Mr. Wis- 
ner's death, states that Hicks 
and Wisner met in New Or- 
leans when Wisner was on 
his way to Florida "seeking 
health." 

"I prevailed on his going 
home with me,” Hicks wrote, 
“to look over the Parish of 


Franklin with the view: of: 


his helping us to develop this 
territory. He was so much 
pleased that he soon came 
hack and invested in thou- 


ple" Wisner brought with 
him included a large family 
unit, according to his great- 
great-niece, Mary White of 
New Orleans. She relates 
that Wisner brought to North 
Loulsiana. his parents; his 
widowed sister and her son; 
his married sister, her hus- 
band and three children; his 
unmarried sister who mar- 
ried in Delhi; his wife, Jen- 
nie and their first daughter, 
Rowena. : 

"Naturally a tribe like this 
needed lots of room; Wisner 
acquired the Delhi Hotel," 
White said, "Wisner's second 
daughter, Elizabeth, was 
born while they lived at the 
hotel and her determined 
crying, according to family 
legend, saved their lives the 
night the hotel burned 
down," White said. 

For a time, Wisner lived in 
what is now known as the 
"dairy house" on Hope Estate 
Plantation in Wisner, a 
house that still stands. 

While living in North 
Louisiana, Wisner carried on 
a number of business ven- 
tures, including land colo- 
nization, banking, lumber 
selling and editing a Monroe 
newspaper for a time. 

In 1900, Wisner moved to 
New Orleans, where he lived 
until his death in 1915. Dur- 
ing those brief years, how- 
ever, Wisner made a name 
for himself as the “Father of 
Reclamation." According to 


lands," reads the chapter of 
the book devoted to Edward 
Wisner's life. "He secured a 
very, large investment of 
capital and demonstrated 
beyond question the 
feasibility of reclamation 
and settlement of what had 
been worthless lands." 

Upon his death in 1915, he 
was hailed by the New Or- 
leans Times-Picayune as the 
“Father of Reclamation.” Ac- 
cording to the article, Wisner 
was instrumental in bring- 
ing to Louisiana “more capi- 
tal for land investment and 
colonization than any man 
in the United States." 

According to Mark 
Peneguy, a New Orleans at- 
torney and Wisner's great- 
great-grandson, Wisner 
worked tirelessly to learn 
more abut utilizing the wet- 
lands and proving his theo- 
ries of reclamation. 

"At one point, in an effort 
to accomplish his goals of 
draining the marshes, he 
studied the dike systems 
prevalent in the Nether- 
lands," Peneguy said. "While 
there, he sold approximately 
4,000 acres to the then 
queen.” 

Wisner wrote a number of 
articles on the subject of 
drainage and development of 
the marshes. He also wrote 
books on coins and currency, 
reflecting his banking back- 
grounds. His writings under- 
score his beginnings as a 


FAYE CALHOUN looks over correspon- 
dence she received from a descendnat of the 
man for whom the town of Wisner is named. 


Members of his family will take part in the 
town's Centennial Celebration. (Sun photo by 
Monica Huff) 
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